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TASTING
Qur tasting panel tackles 74 cigars, and finds

several outstanding smokes.

CONNOISSEUR'S CORNER
Special ratings of aged cigars, including a 99-point

Havana from the 1980s.

Q&A. NESTOR MIRANDA
The creator of the Don Lino brand recounts the

rise, tall and rebirth of the marque.

THE RESTAURANT KING
Joe Bastianich, co-owner of Babbo, Del Posto
and many more acclaimed eareries, discusses his

passion tor great cigars.

JAMES SUCKLING'S CIGAR DIARY
Qur European editor gets a little woozy as he

samples one of Cuba's new, strong cigars.

For much more on cigars, see our com-
prehensive coverage of the best cigars
of the year, beginning on page 58.



BEST CIGARS OF THE YEAR

New Releases
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Oliva Master Blends 3
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BEST CIGARS OF THE YEAR

Economy-Priced Cigars with First-Class Ratings

Whether we're in an economic recession or in an upswing, everyone likes to save a buck. Cigar smokers are no exception, although true
aficionados rarely sacrifice quality for money. Luckily, they don’t have to. Quality tobacco and the ingenuity of master blenders have
given frugal connoisseurs a variety of cigars to choose from this year. We scoured our database for cigars scoring no lower than 88 points
with a suggested retail price of no higher than $4. The result was 21 cigars—that’s three fewer than last year, but more than twice as
many scored 90 points or higher. Two qualifying cigars are not listed here—the Saint Luis Rey Belicoso and Oliva Grand Cameroon
Robusto—because they made it into the Top 25 Cigars of the Year. (The makers of the Oliva Grand Cameroon brand changed its
name to Oliva Serie G Cameroon since its initial rating.) ® Brands such as the Honduran Sain Luis Rev are no stranger to this bes
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92 olivaGrand Cameroon Belicoso Aurora Sublime
Nicaragua ® 5" by 52 ¢ $3.00 dom, Rep. ® 3" by 38
Saint Luis Rey Reserva Especial Churchill Don Tomas Clasico Robusto
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ey s T'lho S0 8 €305 e 4 7/8" kw4l e 540
Gispert Maduro Churchili Gran Habano Corojo No. 5 Rothchild
90 oliva Grand Cameraon Churchill Hoyo de Monterrey Largo Elegante Maduro
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90 oliva Grand GCameroon Corona Grande La Flor Dominicana 2000 Series No. 3
Nicaragua ® 6" by 46 = 53.00 Dom. Rep. * 4 3/4" by40 » 534
Quintero Maduro Robusto Padron Londres
Joya de Nicaragua Celebracion Consul Juintero Corona
La Aroma de Cuba Corona Quintero Robusto
Zi!:'!:'- * 5 | _' | dad @ %4 =S |I !.l,-. 8 S v Sd @ ___1-
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Top Corona Gordas
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OLIVA SERIE O DOUBLE TORO
Nicaragua
U.S.: $6.00

FEBRUARY 2007

CLASSIC: 95-100
OUTSTANDING: 90-94
VERY GOOD TO EXCELLENT: 80-89

AVERAGE TO GOOD
COMMERCIAL QUALITY: 7/0-79

DON’T WASTE YOUR MONEY: 0-70
NOT AVAILABLE: n/a

Prices shown reflect the suggested retail price.

THIS MONTH'S TOP CIGAR PICKS BROUGHT
T0 YOU BY:




BEST CIGARS OF THE YEAR

Oliva Serie G Cameroon Rohusto

The price of this cigar seems impossibly low.
Oliva Cigar Co. has been making cigars for
11 years, and its early struggles in the post-
cigar-boom world forced the company to
create exceptional values. This Cameroon-
cloaked robusto is one of the company’s
best. The toothy African leaf pairs well with
the sublime Nicaraguan tobaccos that make

up the filler blend and binder. As part of a

redesign of all of the company’s brands, the
cigar was originally rated as the Oliva Grand
Cameroon, bur is now known as the Oliva
Serie (G Cameroon. The price was raised a
modest 15 cents but the blend remains the
same, Cuban-seed Nicaraguan tobaccos
mixed with Cameroon wrapper. The box-
pressed robusto, which measures 4 1/2 by 50,

is elegant and sweet, with nice balance.

MADE BY: Oliva Cigar Co.
FACTORY LOCATION: Nicaragua
WRAPPER: Cameroon

BINDER: Nicarapua

FILLER: Nicaragua

PRICE: $3.15

2006 PRODUCTION: 45,000 cigars
RATING: 9]






